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A network that turns  
scientific discoveries into  
into ventures 

 
•  The National Innovation Network: 
 

•  Engages I-Corps university researchers who are working on 
campuses across the country, pushing the boundaries of science and 
technology to improve peoples lives.  

•  Connects them to a national pipeline of collaborators, mentors and 
partners, and 

•  Prepares them with cutting-edge tools and educational resources to 
form successful startups and commercialize their products. 
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Who’s in the  
network? 
People and organizations engaged in I-Corps 
programming: 
 
•  Nodes – institutions that support regional needs 

for innovation education, infrastructure, and 
research. There are 7 Nodes across the 
country, involving 18 universities. 

 
•  Sites – institutions that support teams whose 

technology concepts are likely candidates for 
commercialization. There are 15 Sites across 
the country. 

 
•  Teams – researchers with an innovation and 

commitment to exploring its commercial 
potential. Each team has a Principal Investigator, 
an Entrepreneurial Lead, and a Mentor. There 
are more than 350 teams. 
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“There is nothing else 
like NIN. It is the only 

place we can go where 
the purpose is to talk 
about innovation and 

entrepreneurship.” 
                                           

-Dr. Keith McGreggor, 
Director, VentureLab, 

GA Tech 
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I-Corps™ Impact: Teams 

•  366 teams and counting 
•  173 companies formed to date 
•  77 SBIRs/STTR grants received by I-Corps teams  

Regional Teams 
•  886 teams and counting 

TOTAL: More than 3600 people in 1200 teams  

National Teams 



Snapshot: Ventures resulting 
from I-Corps  
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GRAPHENE FRONTIERS: two-
dimensional material impressive for its 
strength and conductivity despite being 
ultrathin, for use in nanotechnology and 
medical devices   
 
MAMMOTH TRADING: a system for 
selling and trading groundwater rights 
whiles sustaining natural resources 
 
NEON: an image selection platform 
created that pulls engaging thumbnails 
from videos, making viewers more likely 
to click on them 
 
 
 

 
SUPRASENSOR TECHNOLOGIES, LLC: 
technology for soil monitoring to reduce 
over-application of fertilizers while 
retaining agricultural productivity 
 
SURVEILLANT: a time-saving system for 
document shredding for small businesses  
 
ZYROBOTICS: invented TabAccess, a 
device which enables access to tablets for 
people with limited motor skills 
 



Benefits of NIN 
•  National collaboration  è 

•  Regional collaboration  è 

•  Compelling Brand          è 
    (NSF Reputation + Silicon Valley Validation) 

•  Unique Mission             è 
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better communications 
between members 
 
institutional culture change 
and increased impact 
 
unprecedented success 
forming regional alliances and 
networks 
 
creating / transforming the 
scientific field of innovation 
and entrepreneurship 



NIN Activities 
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•  Annual NIN meeting 
•  Regular webinars on key issues / best practices 
•  Monthly videoconferences for nodes and sites 
•  Social media and online discussions 

VentureWell 
•  Partner of NSF in coordinating NIN activities 
•  A not-for-profit education network with almost 20 

years of experience in programs that turn idea to 
impact. 



NIN is building a nation of 
innovators 
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while strengthening the U.S. economy and society. 



Thank you 
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NSF Program Officers for I-Corps™ 
•  Don Millard, dmillard@nsf.gov 
•  Anita La Salle, alasalle@nsf.gov 
•  Rathindra (Babu) DasGupta, rdasgupt@nsf.gov 

VentureWell 
•  Bruce Hoppe, bhoppe@venturewell.org 

On the Web 
•  http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/i-corps/index.jsp 
•  http://venturewell.org/i-corps/nin  
 


